92

Air Force.

!nd:

Air Force

Activities.

Indian Air
Force.

Indians
Abroad.
South
Africa,

course of the year on account of a reduction in payment to the War
Office for British troops serving in India.

The establishment of the Air Forces in India remained at a
strength of 8 Squadrons and 1 Bomber Transport Plight of the
Royal Air Force and 1 Flight of the Indian Air Force. The Air
Force budget estimate for 1934-35 was Ks. 1,79,69,000.

During the period under review, aircraft of the Royal Air
Force in India flew 444 hours on operations. Details of these opera-
tions are given at the beginning of this chapter. In addition to
normal training occupations, the .Royal Air Force undertook, as in
previous years, a number of long-distance exercise and special flights.
In May, 2 aircraft of No. 28 (Army Co-operation) Squadron were
engaged on a reconnaissance of a proposed trans-India seaplane
route. In November, 5 Hart aircraft visited Gil git and 1 flight of
4 Wapiti aircraft of No. 60 (Bomber) Squadron from Kohat carried
out an exercise flight to Singapore. One of the latter was destroyed
as a result of a forced landing near Alor Star, but the remaining
;) returned safely to Kohat on the 21st December. In January,
12 Hart aircraft of No. 11 (Bomber) Squadron accomplished a
successful exercise flight from Risalpur to Singapore and back.
The Royal Air Force also co-operated with the Survey of India and
photographed several areas on the North-West Frontier.

The Indian Air Force continued its training with the first
complete flight and a nucleus of Squadron Headquarters, As in
the preceding year, the unit took part iu the Sind (Independent)
Brigade Area exercises and also carried out photographic work for
the Staff College, Quetta. Apprentices for the second flight com-
menced their training in February 1934 and were expected to
complete it in February 1936, Apprentices for the third flight were
placed under two years' training in April 1935. Six officers of the
General Duties Branch are now serving with the unit in India;
2 others have passed out of the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell,
and are attached to Royal Air Force units in England and 1 cadet
is still at the Royal Air Force College.

Turning now to the position of Indians abroad, as the Transvaal
Asiatic Land Tenure Act Commission, mentioned in our last three
reports, was unable to Msh its work before the 30th April 1935,